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when the capitalists had grown sufficiently few and the pro-
letariat sufficiently organized, they would conquer power and
put an end to the capitalist era:
'Along with the constantly dirninishing number of the mag-
nates of capital, who usurp and monopolize all advantages of
this process of transformation, grows the mass of misery,
oppression, slavery, degradation, exploitation; but with this too
grows the revolt of the working class, a class always increasing
in numbers^ and disciplined, united, organized by the very
mechanism of the process of capitalist production itself. The
monopoly of capital becomes a fetter upon the mode of produc-
tion, which has sprung up and flourished along with, and under
it. Centralization of the means of production and socialization of
labour at last reach a point where they become incompatible with
their capitalist integument. This integument is burst asunder.
The knell of capitalist private property sounds. The expro-
priators are expropriated.*1
All politics, for Marx, consists in the conflict of classes, brought
about by changing methods of economic technique. Tlie bour-
geoisie conquered the feudal nobility in the great French Revo-
lution, and again, so far as was necessary, in the revolution of
1830. In England, the same conquest was partially achieved by
the Civil War, but was completed by the Reform Act of 1832
and the repeal of the Com Laws. In Germany, the same thing
was attempted, but without complete success, in the revolution
of 1848. In France, the same year saw a beginning of a new
revolution, that of the proletariat against the bourgeoisie. In the
early months of the French revolution of 1848, the Socialists had
considerable power, and were able to establish the national
workshops, where in theory every man could obtain paid
employment. The Socialists were, however, put down with great
slaughter during the month of June, after which, for a long time,
they played no ostensible part in politics. Marx looked forward
to a series of such conflicts, in which the defeat of the
Socialists would become progressively more difficult, and
finally impossible. As the bourgeoisie had defeated the feudal
nobility, so, in the end, the proletariat were certain to defeat
the bourgeoisie.
No prophet is altogether right in his anticipations, but Marx
was right in many respects. Competition has been largely suc-
ceeded by monopoly; the proletariat has become more and more
1 Capital, Vol. I. pp. 836-7.